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TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

The title of the present application for a patent is air conditioning system, its purpose 
in recovering heat and improving the compactness of said system. After the 
examination, the opinions are provided as follows: 

1. The independent claim 1 discloses an air conditioning system which adapts to the 
above-mentioned object, said air conditioning system comprises an outdoor unit 
having compressor and an outdoor heat exchanger; an indoor unit mounted on the 
ceiling having an indoor heat exchanger, fan, air supply duct, ventilation duct; 
and a preheat exchanger for exchanging heat indirectly between the outside air 
and the indoor air. However, the cited document 1 discloses an air conditioner, 
wherein said air conditioner is an ceiling-embedded air conditioner having heat 
exchanger, air supplier, air supply duct, ventilation duct(refer to page 7-10, fig. 
1-2), therefore it can be seen that the only difference between claim 1 and the 
cited document 1 is that there is a preheat exchanger for indirect heat exchange of 
the external air and the room air, also the cited document 1 mentioned all the air 
conditioners have outdoor unit have compressor and outdoor heat exchanger, 
unfortunately, said distinguishing technical feature has been disclosed by the cited 
document 2(refer to page 2-4, fig. 1-2), moreover, the cited document 1 and 2 
belong to the same technical field as the present invention, that is, with the 
capability to recover heat and improve compactness. Thus, it is easy for those 
skilled in the art to combine the technical features disclosed in the cited document 

1 and 2 so as to obtain the air conditioning system seeking for protection in claim 
1. Therefore, claim 1 can not be considered as involving an inventiveness step as 
prescribed in Rule 22.3 of the Patent Law of China. 

2. Claim 2 is a dependent claim of claim 1, however, the technical features in claim 

2 have been disclosed by the cited document 1, for example, the fan includes a 
centrifugal fan that draws air from under and discharges in a radial direction as 
fan rotate (refer to page 7-10, fig. 1-2),' therefore claim 2 also lacks inventiveness 
based on the analysis for claim 1 . 

3. Claims 3, 15, 16, 19 and 20 are dependent claims of claim 1, claim 4 is a 
dependent claim of claim 3, however all the additional technical features therein 
have been disclosed by the cited document 2 (refer to page 2-4, fig. 1-2), therefore 
claim 3, 19 and 20 also lack inventiveness as prescribed in Rule 22.3 of the Patent 
Law of China based on the analysis for claim 1. 

In total, the applicant should select the cited document 1 as the closest prior art to give 
further limitation for claim 1, that is, a new independent claim need be re-defined. 
The applicant should demonstrate the reason arid evidence why the new claim 1- 
process inventiveness and novelty with respect to the cited document 1 and 2, 
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meanwhile, the Background of Invention and the Summary of Invention should be 
amended correspondingly. Any amendment shall not go beyond the scope of the 
disclosure contained in the original description and claims. The reference pages are 
required for those amendments. 
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